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ABSTRACT 
The Anchor Borrowers' Programme (ABP) was launched to boost rice production in North-Central Nigeria. 
Despite its potential, the effectiveness of the initiative is uncertain as farmers’ attitudes towards the programme 
may affect its success, yet there is limited empirical research in this direction. Hence, attitude of rice farmers 
towards ABP in North-Central, Nigeria was investigated. A multistage sampling procedure was used to select 157 
respondents for the study. Interview schedules were used to elicit responses on respondents' socioeconomic 
characteristics, attitude towards ABP, and constraints to sustainability of ABP. Data were analysed using mean, 
and percentages. Findings showed that respondents were averagely 42 years old; majority (73.2%) were male; 
married (64.3%); with average farm sizes of 3.3±1.0ha, while they earned an average of ₦696,817.8 annually. 
About 55.41% of the respondents had favourable attitude towards ABP. The ABP implementation was constrained 
by poor farmers involvement in decision-making (1.6±0.6); communal crises/farmers-herder conflicts (1.6±0.6); 
delay in loan disbursement (1.6±0.6); poor extension service component (1.54±0.60); side selling of farm produce 
by farmers after harvest (1.54±0.62). The study recommends favourable attitudes of farmers towards the 
programme should be complimented with timely disbursement of input/credits and substantial participation of 
farmers in decision-making.  
Keywords: Anchor Borrowers' Programme, North-Central, Public policy, Rice farmers 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 Nigeria has the potential to be among the most 
agriculturally productive nations in Africa due to its 
abundance of fertile land, favourable environmental 
conditions, and considerable labour force (Mahmud, 
2023 and Nwankwo et al., 2024). Despite this, the 
nation still finds it difficult to feed its rapidly 
growing population as domestic food production has 
remained below demand due to several factors, 
including inadequate access to modern farming 
technologies, poor funding, and infrastructural 
deficits (Abdulwaliyu et al., 2023 and Akinwale and 
Grobler, 2023). The mismatch between domestic 
production and demand has led to a heavy reliance 
on food imports, particularly rice, one of the primary 
staples in the country (Onoja et al., 2024). This 
situation not only threatens food security but also 
puts pressure on foreign reserves, as the country 
continues to spend hugely on food imports (Okpala 
et al., 2023 and Obiora et al., 2023).  
 In a bid to achieve self-sufficiency in rice 
production, the Federal Government through the 
Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), implemented 
various programmes aimed at supporting farmers in 
the country. One such initiatives is the Anchor 
Borrowers' Programme (ABP) introduced in 2015. 
According to Abdulmumini (2021) and Emeh, and 
Ani, 2021), the ABP was launched in 2015 as an 
intervention to agricultural production by providing 
the smallholder farmers with much-needed financial 
support in the form of loans. In addition to providing 
necessary agricultural inputs including machinery, 
fertilizer, and seeds, the initiative links rice farmers 
with financial institutions and agro-processors 

primarily to lessen reliance on imports, boost 
domestic output, and improve farmers' access to 
funding for farming operations (CBN, 2015 and 
Akinbile et al., 2023).  
 Despite the programme’s potential to transform 
rice cultivation in Nigeria, there has been rising 
concern over its effectiveness particularly in the 
North-Central region of Nigeria. This concern arises 
from the differing responses of rice farmers, whose 
perspectives can greatly influence the initiative's 
effectiveness. More so, the effectiveness of the 
programme is contingent upon the farmers' attitude 
and engagement (Hasan et al., 2024). Empirical 
studies on Anchor Borrowers' and rice farmers in 
Nigeria abound in literature (Ejiogu, 2021; Ojo et 
al., 2023; Akinbile et al., 2023). However, the 
attitude of rice farmers towards the programme 
coupled with potential threats to the sustainability of 
the initiative, has not been ascertained; particularly 
in North-Central Nigeria which is one of the major 
regions in the country where the ABP has been 
widely implemented. Hence, it is essential to 
understand their perspectives about the ABP to 
assess its long-term viability and impacts.  
 The study was anchored on the theory of 
planned behaviour by Icek Ajzen. According to the 
idea of planned behaviour, three main factors 
influence an individual's conduct: their attitude 
toward the given task, their perception of 
behavioural control, and subjective norms 
(Jaganathan et al., 2023). All these factors work 
together to affect an individual's intention to engage 
in a specific task, which in this context is 
participation in ABP. Within the framework of this 
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research, rice farmers' attitudes regarding the ABP 
might be interpreted as their general assessment of 
the advantages and disadvantages of the programme. 
According to the theory, having a good attitude 
toward a particular task increases the probability that 
one will intend to engage in that action (Cuong, 
2024). These enthusiastic sentiments in the case of 
ABP may be influenced by things like improved 
farming methods, resource accessibility, and 
projected economic rewards.  
 Subjective norms are another critical 
component of the theory which according to Al 
Halbusi et al. (2023) and Wu et al. (2023) deals with 
the expectations or perceived social pressures from 
notable individuals about whether to participate in a 
given task. Subjective norms in this research may 
include the opinion of family members, community 
leaders, and other farmers regarding participation in 
the ABP. Farmers are more likely to be engaged in 
ABP if they think that their peers endorse taking part 
in the programme. Another crucial component of the 
theory of planned behaviour is perceived 
behavioural control, which represents an 
individual's confidence in their capacity to carry out 
a particular task (La Barbera and Ajzen, 2024). This 
encompasses both external (like available resources 
and support system) and internal (like self-efficacy). 
Based on this background, the study analysed the 
attitude of rice farmers towards the Anchor 
Borrowers' Programme in North-Central, Nigeria. 
Specifically, the research objectives were to: 

i. describe socioeconomic characteristics of 
rice farmers; 

ii. determine the attitude of rice farmers' 
towards the ABP in the study area; 

iii. identify the constraints to the sustainability 
of ABP in the study area. 

 
METHODOLOGY 
 The study was carried out in North-central, 
Nigeria, situated within the southern guinea 
savannah agro-ecological zone. The National 
Bureau of Statistics (NBS, 2020) estimates that 
29,252,408 people are living in the North Central, 
which has a landmass of 226,668 km2. The 
population of the study include all rice farmers in 
North-Central, Nigeria. A multi-stage sampling 
procedure was employed to select respondents for 
the study.  
 At first, three of the seven states in the North-
Central region (Benue, Kogi, and Niger) were 
purposively selected using a purposive sampling 
technique. This selection was based on their active 
participation in rice production under the ABP. 
Secondly, two major rice-producing Local 
Government Areas (LGAs) were purposefully 
selected from each of the three states. This was 
equally based on their active involvement in the 
ABP, totalling 6 LGAs. Thirdly, 157 registered ABP 

participants from the 6 LGAs were randomly 
selected using a simple random sampling technique. 
These participants were from Benue state: Gwer 
East (27) and Gwer West (23); Kogi state: Idah (25) 
and Kogi (28); as well as from Niger state: Katcha 
(24) and  Bida (30). Data were collected using an 
interview schedule.  
 Farmers' attitude towards ABP was measured 
on a five-point Likert-type scale of strongly disagree 
(1), disagree (2), undecided (3), agree (4), and 
strongly agree (5) for a positively worded statement 
and revise order for the negatively worded 
statement; with the index's categorisation of 42-67 
(unfavourable attitude) and 68-106 (favourable 
attitude). Also, the constraints to the sustainability 
of Anchor Borrowers' Programme in the study area 
was measured on a three-point Likert-type scale of 
not a constraint (0), mild constraint (1), and serious 
constraint (2) with a mean of 1.0 as standards for 
classifying the constraints, with a mean score of 1.0 
and above being considered as major constraint and 
otherwise classified as minor constraint. The data 
generated were analysed using percentages and 
mean scores. 
 
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 
Socioeconomic characteristics  
 According to the findings in Table 1, the mean 
age of the was 42.1±9.6 years, respectively. Male 
farmers dominate the farming population (73.2%). 
This indicates a gender disparity in the ABP, 
aligning with observations that male farmers are 
more involved in agricultural production in North-
Central Nigeria (Abdulmumini, 2021). The results 
further reveal that 64.3% of participants were 
married. This confirmed the submission that married 
individuals are more likely to engage in farming 
activities (Balogun et al., 2021). Educationally, a 
significant proportion of respondents had at least a 
secondary educational qualification (52.8%).  
 This could facilitate their ability to understand 
and implement new agricultural practices introduced 
by the ABP (Abdu-Raheem et al., 2023). Also, the 
respondents had a significant years of farming 
experience, averagely 14.31±5.71. This indicates a 
reasonable level of rice farming expertise among 
farmers. The mean farm size was 3.3±1.0ha for 
participants. This implies that the farmers were 
mainly smallholders. Furthermore, income levels 
were modest among respondents, with a mean of 
₦696,817.8 per annum for participants. The result 
reflects their small scale of operations. The low-
income level suggests financial limitations that 
could prevent investment in innovative technology 
to enhance the living standard of farmers.  
 
Participants' attitude towards the anchor 
borrowers' programme 
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 The reports in Table 2 show that about 55.41% 
of the respondents had favourable attitude towards 
the programme in the study area. For example, Table 
2 shows that most (96.8%) of the respondents had no 
regret over their involvement in ABP activities; 
expressing their love for the programme and 
promised to continue to renew their engagement in 
ABP so long as the programme continues (75.2%). 

More so, the majority (72.6%) them praised the 
Government for this life changing opportunity for 
farmers; believing that the ABP has instilled their 
interest in further agricultural interventions in 
Nigeria (71.2%); and most (70.7%) of them further 
confirmed that the benefits they derived from the 
ABP is worth the time spent on it. 

 
Table 1: Respondents' socioeconomic characteristics 
Variable Frequency Percentage (%) Mean/Mode 
Age    
25-34 38 24.2  
35 - 44 68 43.3 42.1±9.60 
≥ 45 51 32.5  
Sex    
Male 115 73.2 Male 
Female 42 26.8  
Marital status    
Single 38 24.2  
Married 101 64.3 Married 
Divorced 13 8.3  
Widow/widower 2 1.3  
Separated 3 1.9  
Education    
No formal education 22 14.0  
Primary education 52 33.1  
Secondary education 63 40.1 Secondary 
Tertiary education 20 12.7  
Experience    
5 - 10 47 29.9  
11 - 15 78 49.7 14.31±5.71 
≥ 16 32 20.4  
Farm size    
2 - 3.0 87 55.4  
3.1 - 4.0 54 34.3 3.32±0.97 
≥ 4.1 16 10.3  
Estimated monthly income (₦)    
25,700 - 49,127 76 48.4  
49,128 - 72,555 48 30.6 58,068.15 
≥72,556 33 21.0  
Source: Field Survey (2022) 
 
 Farmers who have a positive attitude about 
government-assisted agricultural interventions 
could be able to take advantage of the programme to 
increase production which could translate to 
national economies growth and development 
(Alfred and Adekayode, 2014; Fadairo et al., 2015; 
Oyibo, 2020). No wonder, Ayuba et al. (2020) and 
Balogun et al. (2021) emphasised that the ABP 
intervention boosts rural income and acts as a 
stimulant for the contemporary economy.  Okoroh et 
al. (2021), Mahmud et al. (2022) added that it has 
also lowered Nigeria's food import bill and increased 
agricultural exports. ABP has encouraged 
agricultural industry and, consequently, the 
economy (Sambe et al., 2020). The finding upholds 
the reports of a similar study by Fadairo et al. 

(2015), who asserted that the majority of crop 
farmers had positive attitudes toward the e-wallet 
platform of the Growth Enhancement Scheme 
(GESS). 
 However, Table 2 further indicates that close to 
half (44.59%) of the respondents were reported to 
have had an unfavourable attitude towards the 
programme in the study area. This serves as a pointer 
to the programme organisers and necessary 
stakeholders, suggesting the need for a more public 
enlightenment campaign for clearer understanding 
of the programme among farmers in the area. For 
example, the respondents believed that the 
government introduced ABP for political reasons 
(78.3%) and alleging that ABP is a means to exploit 
smallholder farmers in the country (75.1%). They 
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further added that if farmers had been adequately 
consulted, the ABP would have been much better 
(66.9%). 
 
Table 2: Distribution of respondents based on their attitude towards ABP 
Attitudinal statement SD D U A SA 
Just like every other programme in Nigeria, the ABP will fail 4.5 13.4 44.6 29.2 8.3 
For me, the ABP approach is ideal for obtaining agricultural inputs 37.6 20.4 14 15.9 12.1 
I believe that the ABP platform has greatly reduced corruption in 
agriculture sector  

42.7 19.1 14 14.6 9.6 

I believe that the modus operandi of ABP is suitable for our 
agricultural system 

36.9 18.5 17.8 15.3 11.5 

I love the programme and I shall continue to renew my partnership 5.1 10.2 9.5 32.5 42.7 
The government introduced the ABP for political reasons 5.7 7.6 7.6 46.5 31.8 
The ABP has properly addressed our input demands 34.4 19.1 18.5 15.3 12.7 
With ABP, the time of agro-input delivery is ideal 36.9 18.5 17.8 13.4 13.4 
If farmers had been adequately consulted, ABP would have been 
much better 

5.1 17.2 10.8 38.2 28.7 

Poor feedback opportunity makes the ABP uninteresting to me 36.3 17.8 19.7 16.6 9.6 
ABP has instilled my interest in the future agricultural programmes 
in Nigeria 

11.5 10.8 6.4 24.2 47.1 

I believe that more farmers will emerge if ABP is sustained 35 19.1 19.7 15.9 10.2 
I am not in support of ABP, it is fake and unreliable 36.3 17.8 18.5 16.6 10.8 
I have no regret over my involvement in ABP 1.3 1.9 0 26.1 70.7 
Anchor Borrowers' Programme is for poor people in the society 36.3 19.1 17.8 15.9 10.8 
ABP is a means to exploit smallholder farmers in the country 4.5 14.6 5.1 40.1 35.7 
Benefits I derived from the ABP are worth the time I spent on it 19.7 5.1 4.5 28 42.7 
I believe that ABP has come to stay for the good of all 36.9 19.1 17.3 14.6 12.1 
The Government got it right for this life-changing opportunity for 
farmers 

5.1 15.9 6.4 35 37.6 

I believe that ABP has assisted the SHF to go into large production 7.6 14.6 23.6 35.7 18.5 
I am no longer willing to continue with ABP henceforth  35.7 19.1 18.4 15.3 11.5 
I believe that if ABP is sustained, success in growing agriculture will 
be achieved 

34.4 17.8 22.3 15.9 9.6 

Overall categorisation of respondents based on their attitude towards ABP  
Attitude Percentage Mean ( ) 
Unfavourable attitude (42 - 67) 44.59 68.00±16.17 
Favourable attitude (68 - 106) 55.41   
Note: SA = Strongly Agree, A = Agree, U = Undecided, D = Disagree and SD = Strongly Disagree.  
Source: Field Survey (2022) 
 
Constraints to the sustainability of anchor 
borrowers' programme 
 Table 3 observes that poor involvement of 
farmers in the decision-making process (1.60±0.58) 
was a major constraint to participating in ABP. This 
was followed by communal crises and farmers-
herder conflicts (1.58±0.57). Conflict is a battle or 
competition between parties having divergent 
requirements, opinions, beliefs, or objectives. In 
some regions, insecurity and conflicts pose 
significant challenges to farming activities. Farmers 
face risks such as theft, land disputes, communal 
crises, and displacement. Onoja, et al. (2022) assert 
that increased competition for grazing areas and 
water has resulted in frequent disputes between 
farmers and herders. Nigeria has a history of farmer-
herder conflict, but more recently, population 
growth and climate change have encouraged farmers 

to cultivate additional land intended for grazing and 
cattle routes. It is crucial to remember that these 
conflicts directly affect both the productivity of 
those affected and the nation as a whole.  
 Furthermore, the delay in inputs delivery and 
disbursement of funds by officials (1.56±0.60) 
ranked 3rd. This was followed by poor extension 
service component (1.54±0.60), which is very 
necessary as frequent interactions with extension 
personnel could boost farmers' knowledge on rice 
cultivation and yields (Ayinde et al., 2018). Other 
major constraints include: side selling of farm 
produce by farmers after harvest (1.54±0.62), 
incidence of pests and diseases (1.54±0.65), poor 
adherence to recommended agronomic practices 
(1.53±0.65), incidence of flood (1.52±0.62), high 
level of corruption and sharp practices (1.50±0.65), 
incidence of renege (1.47±0.68), and lastly, high 
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level of bureaucracy (1.46±0.67). According to 
Umoren et al. (2021) and Akinbile et al. (2023) 
persistent insect and disease attacks pose significant 
barriers to farmers' ability to boost their output on a 
commercial scale. Farmers may incur additional 
expenses for using insecticides and herbicides. This 

finding upholds the work of Okoroh et al. (2021); 
Salisu et al. (2022) who reported that the 
bureaucratic bottleneck in loan processing 
constitutes a serious challenge to the ABP 
implementation process in Southeastern Nigeria and 
Kebbi state, respectively. 

 
Table 3: Distribution of respondents based on constraints to the sustainability of ABP 
Constraints faced Not a 

constraint 
Mild 
constraint 

Serious 
constraint 

Mean±S.D 

Side selling of farm produce by participants after 
harvest 

6.4 33.1 60.5 1.54±0.62 

Diversion of inputs/fund by farmers for different 
purposes 

42.0 28.0 29.9 0.88±0.84 

Poor adherence to recommended agronomic 
practices 

8.3 30.6 61.1 1.53±0.65 

High interest rate/transaction charges 42.7 28.0 29.3 0.87±0.84 
Incidence of pests and diseases 8.3 29.9 61.8 1.54±0.65 
Incidence of flood 7.0 34.4 58.6 1.52±0.62 
Delay in inputs delivery and disbursement of 
funds by officials 

5.7 32.5 61.8 1.56±0.60 

Poor extension service component 5.7 34.4 59.9 1.54±0.60 
Land tenure system 37.6 42.7 19.7 0.82±0.74 
Diversion of inputs/Fund by officials 32.5 45.9 21.7 0.89±0.73 
Incidence of renege 10.2 33.1 56.7 1.47±0.68 
Price instability 10.2 33.1 56.7 0.90±0.85 
High level of bureaucracy 10.2 33.8 56.1 1.46±0.67 
Poor involvement of farmers in the decision-
making process 

4.5 31.2 64.3 1.60±0.58 

High level of corruption and sharp practices 8.3 33.1 58.6 1.50±0.65 
Communal crises and farmer-herder conflicts 3.8 34.4 61.8 1.58±0.57 
Poor accountability and feedback mechanism 
Grand mean 

31.8 46.5 21.7 0.88±0.73 
1.30 

Mean ≥ 1 = Major constraints; Mean < 1 = Minor constraint.  
Source: Field Survey (2022) 
 
CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION 
 The study reveals that rice farmers hold a 
favourable attitude towards the Anchor Borrowers' 
Programme, indicating potential for success in 
supporting agricultural development in the country 
(North central in particular). However, the 
effectiveness of the ABP has been limited by poor 
involvement of farmers in decision-making; 
recurring communal crises and farmer-herder crises, 
as well as delays in loan disbursement. To enhance 
ABP’s success and sustainability, it is recommended 
that targeted awareness campaigns be intensified to 
promote understanding of the programme's benefits 
and dispel misconceptions that may deter farmer 
participation. Additionally, greater inclusion of 
farmers in the planning and implementation phases 
is essential to foster trust and ownership. Finally, 
improving and expediting the loan disbursement 
process is critical to ensuring timely access to inputs, 
particularly ahead of key planting periods. 
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